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Agency Name:   20  

VAC Chapter Number:   70 
Regulation Title: Regulations Governing Pupil Transportation Including 

Minimum Standards for School Buses in Virginia 
Action Title: Proposed 

Date: January 28, 2002 
 

This information is required pursuant to the Administrative Process Act (§ 9-6.14:9.1 et seq. of the Code of Virginia), 
Executive Order Twenty-Five (98), Executive Order Fifty-Eight (99), and the Virginia Register Form,Style and 
Procedure Manual.  Please refer to these sources for more information and other materials required to be submitted 
in the regulatory review package.   

 

� �� � �����

 
Please provide a brief summary of the proposed new regulation, proposed amendments to an existing 
regulation, or the regulation proposed to be repealed.  There is no need to state each provision or 
amendment or restate the purpose and intent of the regulation; instead give a summary of the regulatory 
action and alert the reader to all substantive matters or changes.  If applicable, generally describe the 
existing regulation.   
              
 
These r egul at i ons wer e l ast  r evi sed i n 1994.   Si nce t hat  t i me,  
st at ut or y pr ovi s i ons addr essi ng t he cont ent  of  t hese r egul at i ons 
have been enact ed or  amended,  r esul t i ng i n conf l i c t i ng 
r equi r ement s,  whi ch has t he pot ent i al  t o mi sl ead t he publ i c.  
 
Feder al  st andar ds addr essi ng bus equi pment  and const r uct i on 
have,  i n some i nst ances,  changed si gni f i cant l y.   Vi r gi ni a i s 
unabl e t o per mi t  t he use of  equi pment  appr oved i n f eder al  
st andar ds because i t  i s  not  per mi t t ed by our  cur r ent  
r egul at i ons.  
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Technol ogi cal  and manuf act ur i ng advancement s t hat  ar e not  
addr essed i n our  cur r ent  r egul at i ons have r esul t ed i n 
r egul at i ons and manuf act ur i ng r equi r ement s t hat  ar e t oo 
r est r i ct i ve and t hat  do not  suppor t  use of  “ st at e- of - t he- ar t ”  
equi pment .  
  
The 2000 National School Transportation Specifications and 
Procedures ar e now avai l abl e.   These st andar ds addr ess such 
i ssues as school  i nspect i ons,  i nf ant s and t oddl er s,  speci al  
educat i on and speci al l y equi pped school  buses.   These st andar ds 
wer e r evi ewed as par t  of  t he r evi s i on pr ocess i n or der  t o 
i ncor por at e changes,  as appr opr i at e.  
 

��	
	�

 
Please identify the state and/or federal source of legal authority to promulgate the regulation.  The 
discussion of this statutory authority should: 1) describe its scope and the extent to which it is mandatory 
or discretionary; and 2) include a brief statement relating the content of the statutory authority to the 
specific regulation.  In addition, where applicable, please describe the extent to which proposed changes 
exceed federal minimum requirements.  Full citations of legal authority and, if available, web site 
addresses for locating the text of the cited authority must be provided.  Please state that the Office of the 
Attorney General has certified that the agency has the statutory authority to promulgate the proposed 
regulation and that it comports with applicable state and/or federal law. 
              
 
Ar t i c l e VI I I ,  §4,  Const i t ut i on of  Vi r gi ni a;  Code of Virginia 
§22. 1- 176;  22. 1- 177;  22. 1- 178;  22. 1- 181;  and 22. 1- 186.  
 
The scope of  l egal  aut hor i t y i s def i ned by Ar t i c l e VI I I ,  §4.   
Const i t ut i on of  Vi r gi ni a whi ch vest s i n t he Boar d of  Educat i on 
t he gener al  super vi s i on of  t he publ i c school  syst em.    
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 16 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-16,  Code 
of Virginia,  aut hor i zes t he Boar d t o pr omul gat e “ such 
r egul at i ons as may be necessar y t o car r y out  i t s power s and 
dut i es…”   
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 177 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-177,  Code 
of Virginia,  gi ves t he Boar d gener al  aut hor i t y t o make 
r egul at i ons r el at i ng t o t he const r uct i on,  desi gn,  oper at i on,  
equi pment ,  and col or  of  publ i c school  buses and t he aut hor i t y t o 
i ssue an or der  pr ohi bi t i ng t he oper at i on on publ i c st r eet s and 
hi ghways of  any publ i c school  bus whi ch does not  compl y wi t h 
such r egul at i ons.    
 
Fur t her ,  §22. 1- 176 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-176 and 
§22. 1- 186 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-186,  Code of 
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Virginia,  aut hor i ze t he Boar d t o pr omul gat e r egul at i ons r el at i ng 
t o f ees f or  school  t r anspor t at i on.   
 
Sect i on 22. 1- 178 http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+22.1-178 
addi t i onal l y set s f or t h r equi r ement s f or  school  bus dr i ver s and 
aut hor i zes t he Boar d t o f ur ni sh f or ms t o school  di v i s i ons t o 
obt ai n i nf or mat i on f r om appl i cant s f or  empl oyment  as school  bus 
dr i ver s as r equi r ed i n st at ut e. ”   
 
The Of f i ce of  t he At t or ney Gener al  has cer t i f i ed t hat  t he agency 
has t he st at ut or y aut hor i t y t o pr omul gat e t he pr oposed 
r egul at i ons and i t  compor t s wi t h appl i cabl e st at e and/ or  f eder al  
l aw.   ( See at t ached l et t er . )  
 

����	���

 
Please provide a statement explaining the need for the new or amended regulation.  This statement must 
include the rationale or justification of the proposed regulatory action and detail the specific reasons it is 
essential to protect the health, safety or welfare of citizens.  A statement of a general nature is not 
acceptable, particular rationales must be explicitly discussed.  Please include a discussion of the goals of 
the proposal and the problems the proposal is intended to solve. 
              
 
The Regul at i ons Gover ni ng Pupi l  Tr anspor t at i on need t o be 
r evi sed t o i ncl ude new st at e l aws passed si nce 1994 and new 
f eder al  st andar ds gover ni ng t r anspor t at i on i ncl uded i n t he 2000 
National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures.    
 
Cur r ent  l aw does not  r equi r e st udent s t o r i de publ i c school  
buses nor  does i t  r equi r e school  di v i s i ons t o pr ovi de 
t r anspor t at i on.   These r egul at i ons do,  however ,  gover n t hose 
i nst ances when t r anspor t at i on i s pr ovi ded and i s used by 
st udent s.   Consequent l y,  t he r evi s i on of  t hese r egul at i ons wi l l  
hel p t o ensur e t he saf et y of  chi l dr en r i di ng publ i c school  
buses.  Pr ovi di ng saf e,  f r ee t r anspor t at i on t o and f r om school  
f or  chi l dr en i n Vi r gi ni a pr ovi des a val uabl e ser vi ce and 
el i mi nat es t he need f or  par ent s t o t r anspor t  t hei r  chi l dr en.  
 

� ��	������

 
Please identify and explain the new substantive provisions, the substantive changes to existing sections, 
or both where appropriate.  Please note that a more detailed discussion is required under the statement 
providing detail of the regulatory action’s changes. 
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Subst ant i ve changes t o t he exi st i ng r egul at i ons i ncl ude:  
 
1.  Def i ni t i ons have been updat ed t o r ef l ect  t he 2000 National 

School Transportation Specifications and Procedures 
def i ni t i ons.  

 
2.  Language has been i ncl uded t o accommodat e new equi pment  and 

t echnol ogy t hat  wi l l  bet t er  f aci l i t at e t he t r anspor t at i on 
of  st udent s saf el y and ef f i c i ent l y.    

 
3.  The r evi s i ons i ncl ude t he l at est  l aws passed on t he speed 

l i mi t  school  buses may t r avel  on any gi ven hi ghway.  
 
4.  The r evi sed r egul at i ons i ncl ude t he use of  f l ashi ng amber  

war ni ng l i ght s t o not i f y mot or i st s t hat  buses ar e about  t o 
st op or  ar e st opped.   The whi t e st r obe l i ght  assi st  i n 
i dent i f y i ng a school  bus dur i ng r educed vi s i bi l i t y .  

 
5.  Dr i ver s of  Type D buses wi l l  be r equi r ed t o compl et e ei ght  

addi t i onal  hour s of  t r ai ni ng behi nd- t he- wheel .   Dr i ver s of  
speci al  needs chi l dr en wi l l  be r equi r ed t o r ecei ve 
appr opr i at e t r ai ni ng and i nst r uct i on usi ng a cur r i cul um 
appr oved by t he Depar t ment  of  Educat i on.  

 
6.  School  di v i s i ons wi l l  det er mi ne t he amount  of  i n- ser vi ce 

t r ai ni ng and devel op a schedul e t hat  i s  needed f or  bus 
dr i ver s.  

  
7.  The r egul at i ons updat e t he mi ni mum r equi r ement s f or  pupi l  

t r anspor t at i on i n Vi r gi ni a.   School  di v i s i ons may exceed 
t hese r equi r ement s wi t h per mi ssi on f r om t he Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on.  

 
8.  Ar t i c l e 2 ( Bus Chassi s)  and Ar t i c l e 3 ( Bus Body)  have been 

r emoved f r om t he r egul at i ons and wi l l  be i ssued by t he 
Depar t ment  each year  as gui del i nes wi t h t he speci f i cat i ons 
f or  school  buses.  These gui del i nes wi l l  be updat ed each 
year  t o r ef l ect  changes i n t echnol ogy and equi pment .  

 

�		��	�

 
Please provide a statement identifying the issues associated with the proposed regulatory action.  The 
term “issues” means: 1) the primary advantages and disadvantages to the public, such as individual 
private citizens or businesses, of implementing the new or amended provisions; 2) the primary 
advantages and disadvantages to the agency or the Commonwealth; and 3) other pertinent matters of 
interest to the regulated community, government officials, and the public.  If there are no disadvantages to 
the public or the Commonwealth, please include a sentence to that effect. 
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The f ol l owi ng summar i zes a l i s t  of  i ssues addr essed wi t h changes 
i n t he pupi l  t r anspor t at i on r egul at i ons.  
 
• The 2001 Gener al  Assembl y amended sect i on §22. 1- 178,  Code of 

Virginia, t o st at e t hat  dr i ver s must  f ur ni sh st at ement s s i gned 
by t wo r eput abl e per sons who r esi de i n t he school  di v i s i on or  
i n t he appl i cant ’ s communi t y t hat  t he per son i s of  good mor al  
char act er  t o t he school  di v i s i on.  

 
• The 2000 Gener al  Assembl y added sect i on §46. 2- 324,  Code of 

Virginia.  Thi s sect i on addr esses r equi r ement s f or  t he i ni t i al  
l i censur e of  cer t ai n appl i cant s who have Commer ci al  Dr i ver ’ s 
Li cense ( CDL)  l ear ner ’ s per mi t s.   

 
• The 1999 Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 871,  Code of Virginia, 

per mi t t i ng a hi gher  speed l i mi t  f or  school  buses on cer t ai n 
hi ghways.   The 1994 r egul at i ons pr ohi bi t  t he hi gher  speed 
l i mi t .  

 
• The 1998 Gener al  Assembl y amended §22. 1- 178,  Code of Virginia, 

al l owi ng a l i censed nur se pr act i t i oner  t o per f or m and r ecor d 
t he r esul t s of  t he annual  school  bus dr i ver ’ s physi cal  
exami nat i on.   The 1994 r egul at i ons al l ow onl y a l i censed,  
Vi r gi ni a physi c i an t o per f or m t he exami nat i on and r ecor d t he 
r esul t s.  

 
• The 1997 Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 1090. 1,  Code of 

Virginia,  t o per mi t  t he use of  t he r oof - mount ed st r obe l i ght s 
anyt i me st udent s ar e on boar d.   The 1994 r egul at i ons pr ohi bi t  
t he use of  t hese l i ght s except  when t he school  bus t r anspor t s 
st udent s dur i ng per i ods of  r educed vi s i bi l i t y  caused by 
condi t i ons ot her  t han dar kness.  

 
• The 1996 Gener al  Assembl y amended §22. 1- 221,  Code of Virginia, 

al l owi ng st udent s ot her  t han t hose wi t h speci al  needs t o r i de 
a speci al l y equi pped school  bus wi t hout  af f ect i ng excl usi ve 
f und r ei mbur sement .  

 
• The Gener al  Assembl y amended §46. 2- 498,  Code of Virginia, 

r evi s i ng t he dr i ver  i mpr ovement  c l i ni c.  
 
• The 1995 Nat i onal  St andar ds on School  Tr anspor t at i on 

r ecommends ei ght  hour s of  i n- ser vi ce t r ai ni ng f or  school  bus 
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dr i ver s.   The 1994 r egul at i ons r equi r e f our  hour s of  i n-
ser vi ce t r ai ni ng f or  school  and act i v i t y bus dr i ver s.  

 
• Sect i on 46. 2- 340,  Code of Virginia, r equi r es new or  r evi sed 

dat a on school  bus dr i ver s t o be submi t t ed t o DMV whenever  
needed r at her  t han t he t ent h of  each mont h as cur r ent l y st at ed 
i n t he 1994 Boar d r egul at i ons.  

 
• Due t o t he f r equency of  changes i n engi neer i ng st andar ds and 

desi gn,  a mechani sm i s needed t hat  consi der s modi f i cat i ons t o 
t he r equi r ement s f or  equi pment  t hat  can become obsol et e or  
shoul d be r evi sed t o r ecogni ze changes i n t echnol ogy.  

 
• The Boar d of  Educat i on shoul d al so consi der  changes r el at ed t o 

t he r equi r ement s f or  Type A buses due t o t echnol ogi cal  changes 
i n t hei r  manuf act ur e.  

 
• The r equi r ement  f or  a back- up al ar m i nst al l ed on al l  new 

school  buses was appr oved i n 1994,  but  omi t t ed f r om t he Jul y 
1,  1994,  St at e Boar d Regul at i ons;  t her ef or e,  t he r egul at i ons 
need t o per mi t  f r equent  or  r out i ne updat es i n saf et y 
equi pment .   Exampl es of  t he t ypes of  changes or  i mpr ovement s 
t hat  have occur r ed si nce t he l ast  r evi s i on of  t hese 
r egul at i ons i ncl ude:  

 
1.  Use of  appr oved f i r e suppr essi on syst ems i n al l  gas- power ed 

and speci al l y equi pped school  buses.  
2.  Use of  equi pment  such as r adi os,  cel l ul ar  t el ephones,  and 

ot her  communi cat i ons devi ces.  
3.  Changes t o addr ess snaggi ng i nci dent s associ at ed wi t h door s 

and handr ai l s.  
4.  Use of  t ur n ar r ows on r ear  t ur n s i gnal  l enses t o el i mi nat e 

pot ent i al  conf usi on caused by t he many l i ght s on t he school  
bus.  

5.  Requi r ement s f or  use and mount i ng of  r oof - mount ed st r obe 
l i ght s on al l  new buses.  

6.  Requi r ement s r el at ed t o seat  bel t s and ot her  passenger  
r est r ai nt  syst ems.  

7.  Revi s i ons t o dr i ver  t r ai ni ng r equi r ement s.  
 

The r egul at i ons shoul d be suf f i c i ent l y f l exi bl e t o per mi t  
t hese i t ems t o be addr essed wi t hout  havi ng t o r evi se t he 
r egul at i ons.  
 

• Due t o t he i ncr ease i n t he number  of  i nf ant s and t oddl er s and 
st udent s wi t h di sabi l i t i es bei ng t r anspor t ed,  t he Boar d shoul d 



Town Hall Agency Background Document     Form: TH- 02 
 

 7

consi der  changes i n t r ai ni ng r equi r ement s f or  dr i ver s and 
equi pment  speci f i cat i ons.  

 
• Fi nal l y,  i t  i s  not  ant i c i pat ed t hat  t he pr oposed r evi s i ons 

woul d pr esent  any di sadvant ages t o school  di v i s i ons or  t hei r  
c l i ent s.  

 
 

�
	������ �����

 
Please identify the anticipated fiscal impacts and at a minimum include: (a) the projected cost to the state 
to implement and enforce the proposed regulation, including (i) fund source / fund detail, (ii) budget 
activity with a cross-reference to program and subprogram, and (iii) a delineation of one-time versus on-
going expenditures; (b) the projected cost of the regulation on localities; (c) a description of the 
individuals, businesses or other entities that are likely to be affected by the regulation; (d) the agency’s 
best estimate of the number of such entities that will be affected; and e) the projected cost of the 
regulation for affected individuals, businesses, or other entities. 
              
 
The pr oposed r egul at i ons wi l l  have ver y l i t t l e f i scal  i mpact  on 
school  di v i s i ons at  t hi s t i me.   The one i t em t hat  may have a 
smal l  i mpact  woul d be t he 8 hour s of  t r ai ni ng on Type D buses.   
The maj or i t y of  school  di v i s i ons cur r ent l y of f er  some t r ai ni ng 
of  t hi s nat ur e.   The change i n t he r egul at i on t o 8 hour s of  
t r ai ni ng may cause di v i s i ons t o have t o pay dr i ver s f or  
addi t i onal  t i me t o at t end t he t r ai ni ng.    
 
Ther e i s no addi t i onal  f i scal  i mpact  on t he Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on.   The Depar t ment  cur r ent l y admi ni st er s t hese 
r egul at i ons.   None of  t he pr oposed changes shoul d cr eat e 
addi t i onal  cost s.   The cur r ent  r egul at i ons ar e admi ni st er ed by 
t he Pupi l  Tr anspor t at i on of f i ce i n t he Depar t ment  of  Educat i on.   
Gener al  f unds t ot al i ng $605, 111 annual l y suppor t  t hi s of f i ce i n 
pr ogr am/ subpr ogr am 191- 08- 20.  
 
 

� ���
����������	�

 
Please detail any changes, other than strictly editorial changes, that are being proposed.  Please detail 
new substantive provisions, all substantive changes to existing sections, or both where appropriate.  This 
statement should provide a section-by-section description - or cross-walk - of changes implemented by 
the proposed regulatory action.  Where applicable, include citations to the specific sections of an existing 
regulation being amended and explain the consequences of the proposed changes. 
                 
 
Language has been i ncl uded i n t he r egul at i ons t o cover  changes 
due t o new equi pment  and t echnol ogy.   Any new equi pment  or  
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t echnol ogy must  be appr oved by t he Depar t ment  of  Educat i on 
bef or e bei ng used on school  buses.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 10 – Def i ni t i ons.   The def i ni t i ons have been updat ed 
t o i ncl ude t he def i ni t i ons used i n t he 2000 Nat i onal  School  
Tr anspor t at i on Speci f i cat i ons and Pr ocedur es.   The def i ni t i ons 
no l onger  i ndi cat e t he passenger  capaci t y of  t he var i ous t ypes 
of  buses.  
  
8 VAC 20- 70- 30 – Saf e Speeds.   Thi s sect i on has been r evi sed t o 
r ecogni ze l egi s l at i ve changes and t o speci f i cal l y r ef er ence t he 
Code of Virginia sect i on t hat  cont r ol s school  bus speeds.   The 
Gener al  Assembl y passed l egi s l at i on i n 1999 t o al l ow school  
buses t o go f or t y- f i ve mi l es per  hour  or  t he mi ni mum speed 
al l owabl e,  whi chever  i s gr eat er ,  on any hi ghway wher e t he 
maxi mum speed l i mi t  i s  f i f t y- f i ve mi l es or  l ess,  and f i f t y- f i ve 
mi l es per  hour  on al l  i nt er st at e hi ghways and on ot her  hi ghways 
wher e t he maxi mum speed l i mi t  i s  mor e t han f i f t y- f i ve mi l es per  
hour .   The speed of  a school  bus shal l  not  exceed t hi r t y- f i ve 
mi l es per  hour  bet ween t he f i r st  st op and t he l ast  st op.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 40 – Seat i ng.   Thi s sect i on has been r evi sed t o make 
t he seat i ng capaci t y r equi r ement s mor e speci f i c .   The seat i ng on 
a school  bus shal l  not  exceed t he manuf act ur er ’ s capaci t y.   The 
number  of  st udent s who may r i de a bus shal l  be det er mi ned by t he 
t ot al  number  who can be seat ed f aci ng f or war d and wi t hi n t he 
seat i ng compar t ment  saf el y.   The seat s on buses ar e 39 i nches i n 
l engt h.   The seat s wer e desi gned t o car r y 3 passenger s,  but  due 
t o t he s i ze of  t he chi l dr en,  di v i s i ons may not  be abl e t o pl ace 
t hr ee chi l dr en t o a seat .   Ther ef or e,  t he number  of  st udent s 
t hat  a school  bus can car r y may di f f er  f r om t he manuf act ur er ’ s 
capaci t y i ndi cat or .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 70.   Tr af f i c  war ni ng devi ces.   Thi s sect i on has been 
r evi sed t o r ecogni ze l egi s l at i ve changes and t o speci f i cal l y 
r ef er ence t he sect i on of  t he Code of Virginia t hat  addr esses 
t r af f i c  war ni ng devi ces.   The 1997 Gener al  Assembl y passed 
l egi s l at i on al l owi ng t he use of  f l ashi ng whi t e or  amber  war ni ng 
l i ght s.   The l i ght s wi l l  be used when t r anspor t i ng st udent s 
dur i ng per i ods of  r educed vi s i bi l i t y  caused by at mospher i c 
condi t i ons ot her  t han dar kness.   These l i ght s may be used at  
ot her  t i mes when t r anspor t i ng school  chi l dr en.   Thi s devi ce wi l l  
assi st  mot or i st s i n seei ng t he bus dur i ng t i mes when vi s i bi l i t y  
i s  not  good.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 80.   Loadi ng or  di schar gi ng pupi l s.   Thi s sect i on i s 
amended t o st i pul at e t hat  pupi l s may be pi cked up and di schar ged 
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onl y at  desi gnat ed school  bus st ops appr oved by t he l ocal  school  
di v i s i on.   Loadi ng and di schar gi ng st udent s at  st ops ot her  t han 
t he desi gnat ed ones can be danger ous.   Dr i ver s of  school  buses 
ar e made awar e of  t he desi gnat ed bus st ops at  t he begi nni ng of  
t he school  year .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 90 – Saf et y Bel t s.   Thi s sect i on has been amended t o 
speci f y t hat  saf et y bel t s shal l  be wor n i n accor dance wi t h 
manuf act ur er ’ s r ecommendat i ons.   Fol l owi ng t he cor r ect  pr ocedur e 
f or  t he wear i ng of  saf et y bel t s wi l l  ensur e t he saf et y of  t he 
i ndi v i dual s on t he bus.  

8 VAC 20—70- 100.   Passenger  r est r ai nt  bel t s.   Thi s sect i on i s 
amended t o r equi r e t hat  r est r ai nt  bel t s wi l l  be wor n as r equi r ed 
by f eder al  or  st at e l aw.   Feder al  Mot or  Vehi c l e Saf et y St andar d 
No.  209 speci f i es r equi r ement s f or  seat  bel t  assembl i es.  The 
r equi r ement s appl y t o st r aps,  webbi ng,  or  s i mi l ar  mat er i al ,  as 
wel l  as t o al l  necessar y buckl es and ot her  f ast ener s and al l  
har dwar e desi gned f or  i nst al l i ng t he assembl y i n a mot or  
vehi c l e,  and t o t he i nst al l at i on,  usage,  and mai nt enance 
i nst r uct i ons f or  t he assembl y.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 110.   Pupi l  r i der  saf et y i nst r uct i on.   The 
r egul at i on has been r evi sed t o speci f y t hat  t he second r equi r ed 
emer gency exi t  dr i l l  must  occur  dur i ng t he second semest er .   I t  
al so adds a st at ement  t hat  school  di v i s i ons shoul d per f or m 
summer  sessi on evacuat i on dr i l l s  as needed.  St udent s need t o be 
t r ai ned on t he pr oper  way t o evacuat e a school  bus when a 
pr obl em ar i ses.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 120.   I nsur ance.   Thi s sect i on has been amended t o 
r ef er ence t he st at ut or y code sect i on t hat  est abl i shes t he 
r equi r ement s f or  i nsur ance.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 130.   Mai nt enance I nspect i on.   The r egul at i ons ar e 
amended t o encour age di v i s i ons t o hi r e adequat e st af f  t o per f or m 
mai nt enance and i nspect i on f unct i ons.   These i ndi v i dual s ar e 
encour aged t o at t end wor kshops and t r ai ni ng i nst i t ut es t o 
r ecei ve up- t o- dat e i nf or mat i on on mai nt enance and i nspect i ons.   
I n or der  f or  buses t o oper at e ef f i c i ent l y,  adequat e st af f  must  
be avai l abl e t o wor k on t he buses and must  have t he most  up- t o-
dat e i nf or mat i on avai l abl e on t he changes i n t echnol ogy and 
equi pment .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 140.   Cr ash/ I nci dent  Repor t i ng.   The t er m acci dent  
has been changed t o cr ashes or  i nci dent s t o bet t er  di st i ngui sh 
t he di f f er ence bet ween ser i ous acci dent s and i nci dent s t hat  ar e 
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l ess ser i ous.   The Depar t ment  of  Educat i on wi l l  be r evi ewi ng t he 
dat a t hat  shoul d be r epor t ed and t he met hod of  r epor t i ng t hi s 
dat a.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 150.   Rout e Schedul e.   The changes speci f y t hat  
r out es shal l  be schedul ed t o maxi mi ze saf et y and ef f i c i ency i n 
di v i s i ons.   Schedul i ng r out es needs t o t ake i nt o consi der at i on 
t he l ocat i on of  st ops as t o saf et y.   Rout es need t o be schedul ed 
so t hat  st udent s spend a mi ni mum amount  of  t i me on t he bus.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 160.   Revi ew of  Rout es.   Requi r es hazar dous or  
unusual  s i t uat i ons t o be mar ked on r out e sheet s and t he 
i nf or mat i on made avai l abl e t o dr i ver s and subst i t ut es.   Dr i ver s 
need t o be awar e of  t hese si t uat i ons i n or der  t o i nsur e t he 
saf et y of  t he chi l dr en on t he bus.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 170.   Rai l way cr ossi ngs.   School  bus dr i ver s wi l l  be 
r equi r ed t o t ur n of f  al l  noi sy equi pment  and f ol l ow pr ocedur es 
f or  st oppi ng at  r ai l way cr ossi ngs bef or e pr oceedi ng acr oss t he 
t r acks.   The dr i ver  needs t o be abl e t o hear  whet her  a t r ai n i s 
appr oachi ng a r oad.    
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 240.   Fundi ng f or  Pupi l  Tr anspor t at i on.  The f undi ng 
f or  pupi l  t r anspor t at i on i s gover ned by t he Appr opr i at i on Act .  
8 VAC 20- 70- 250 t hr ough 20- 70- 270 have been del et ed f r om t he 
r egul at i ons as t hey ar e no l onger  needed.   The sect i on now 
r ef er s t o t he Appr opr i at i on Act .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 250 ( Renumber ed f r om 8 VAC 20- 70- 280) .   Requi r ement s 
f or  School  Bus Dr i ver s f or  bot h Empl oyment  and Cont i nued 
Empl oyment .  The physi cal  exami nat i on f or m descr i bes t he physi cal  
qual i f i cat i ons f or  school  bus dr i ver s.  The 1998 Gener al  Assembl y 
passed l egi s l at i on al l owi ng a l i censed nur se pr act i t i oner  t o 
conduct  t he physi cal  exami nat i on r equi r ed f or  al l  school  bus 
dr i ver s.  The i nf or mat i on t hat  i s on t he physi cal  f or m has been 
del et ed f r om t he r egul at i ons s i nce i t  i s  cont ai ned on t he f or m 
pr escr i bed by t he Boar d.  The 2001 Gener al  Assembl y passed 
l egi s l at i on t hat  t he mor al  char act er  of  a dr i ver  may be obt ai ned 
f r om t wo per sons who r esi de i n t he school  di v i s i on or  i n t he 
appl i cant ’ s communi t y.   
 
8 VAC 70- 320 ( Renumber ed f r om 8 VAC 20—70- 350) .   Tr ai ni ng.   
Dr i ver s of  Type D buses wi l l  be r equi r ed t o compl et e ei ght  
addi t i onal  hour s of  t r ai ni ng behi nd- t he- wheel .   School  di v i s i ons 
ar e pr ovi di ng t hi s t r ai ni ng,  but  i t  var i es f r om di v i s i on t o 
di v i s i on.   Thi s change wi l l  r equi r e at  l east  8 hour s of  t r ai ni ng 
by ever y school  di v i s i on.   Dr i ver s of  speci al  needs chi l dr en 
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wi l l  be r equi r ed t o r ecei ve s i x hour s of  appr opr i at e t r ai ni ng 
and i nst r uct i on usi ng t he Depar t ment  of  Educat i on appr oved 
cur r i cul um.   The cur r i cul um wi l l  be updat ed as changes occur .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 330 ( Renumber ed f r om 8 VAC 20- 70- 360) .   I n- ser vi ce 
Tr ai ni ng.  The r equi r ement  of  t wo hour s bef or e openi ng of  school s 
and t wo hour s dur i ng t he second hal f  of  t he school  year  has been 
del et ed.   I n- ser vi ce t r ai ni ng shal l  be det er mi ned by each school  
di v i s i on based upon t he amount  of  i n- ser vi ce t r ai ni ng r equi r ed 
f or  bot h exper i enced and new dr i ver s.   The t r ai ni ng wi l l  cover  
subj ect s det er mi ned by t he school  di v i s i on and i t  may var y based 
upon t he exper i ence of  t he dr i ver .  The subj ect s cover ed may 
i ncl ude at t i t udes,  saf et y pr ogr ams,  and i mpr ovi ng ski l l s .  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 390.   Mi sconduct  Repor t s.   The sect i on has been 
del et ed t o per mi t  school  di v i s i ons t o addr ess st udent  mi sconduct  
on school  buses as par t  of  t hei r  over al l  st udent  conduct  
pol i c i es.   These pol i c i es may var y f r om di v i s i on t o di v i s i on 
based upon i ndi v i dual  needs and ci r cumst ances.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 420 ( Renumber ed f r om 8 VAC 20- 70- 460) .   
Speci f i cat i ons.  The r egul at i ons have been r evi sed wi t h changes 
t o accommodat e new equi pment  and t echnol ogy.   The Depar t ment  of  
Educat i on shal l  i ssue gui del i nes on t he speci f i cat i ons and 
st andar ds f or  publ i c school  buses t hat  wi l l  r ef l ect  any desi r ed 
t echnol ogy or  saf et y i mpr ovement s f or  t he model  year .   The 
gui del i nes wi l l  be r evi ewed and adopt ed by t he Boar d of  
Educat i on per i odi cal l y.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 520.   Road Speed Cont r ol .   Del et es unnecessar y 
l anguage t hat  per mi t t ed school  di v i s i ons t o set  r oad speed 
cont r ol s at  t hei r  di scr et i on.  
 
8 VAC 20- 70- 530 t hr ough 8 VAC 20- 70- 1510.   These sect i ons t hat  
descr i be speci f i cat i ons f or  bus chassi s,  bus body,  and a var i et y 
of  ot her  bus equi pment  ar e del et ed.   Havi ng t hi s l evel  of  
det ai l ed equi pment  speci f i cat i ons i n t he r egul at i ons makes i t  
ver y di f f i cul t  t o make r evi s i ons and updat es as necessar y due t o 
t he l engt h of  t he r egul at or y r evi s i on pr ocess.   Changes i n 
equi pment  ar e r equi r ed annual l y t o addr ess saf et y t echnol ogy,  
and manuf act ur i ng changes.   I nst ead,  t he Boar d wi l l  annual l y 
adopt  speci f i cat i on gui del i nes.  
 
 

Alternatives 
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Please describe the specific alternatives to the proposal considered and the rationale used by the agency 
to select the least burdensome or intrusive alternative that meets the essential purpose of the action.  
               
 
The al t er nat i ves consi der ed wer e:  
 
1.  An advi sor y commi t t ee composed of  t r anspor t at i on di r ect or s 

acr oss t he st at e was est abl i shed t o i dent i f y pr obl ems wi t h 
t he exi st i ng r egul at i ons and t o r ecommend changes f or  t he 
Boar d’ s consi der at i on.   Most  of  t he pr oposed changes 
r ef l ect  t hi s gr oup' s wor k and i s,  t her ef or e,  consi der ed 
necessar y.  

 
2.   The deci s i on t o del et e t he speci f i cat i ons par t  of  t he 

r egul at i ons al l ows t he Depar t ment  t o updat e t he 
r equi r ement s ever y year  or  as necessar y.   Thi s wi l l  al l ow 
school  di v i s i ons i n Vi r gi ni a t o use t he most  up- t o- dat e 
equi pment  and t echnol ogy on school  buses.   I ncl usi on i n t he 
r egul at i ons i s consi der ed t oo bur densome by school  
di v i s i ons.  

 
 
 

����
���� � ����

 
Please summarize all public comment received during the NOIRA comment period and provide the 
agency response.  
                
 
Ther e wer e no publ i c comment s dur i ng t he NOI RA comment  per i od.    
 
 

����
����������������
��

Please provide a statement indicating that the agency, through examination of the regulation and relevant 
public comments, has determined that the regulation is clearly written and easily understandable by the 
individuals and entities affected. 
               
I nf or mat i on was obt ai ned f r om school  di v i s i on per sonnel  and 
depar t ment  per sonnel  on t he changes needed.   Ther e wer e no 
publ i c comment s dur i ng t he NOI RA pr ocess.    I t  appear s t hat  t he 
r egul at i on i s c l ear l y wr i t t en and easi l y under st andabl e.  
 

���
�
�����
�� �

 
Please supply a schedule setting forth when the agency will initiate a review and re-evaluation to 
determine if the regulation should be continued, amended, or terminated.  The specific and measurable 
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regulatory goals should be outlined with this schedule.  The review shall take place no later than three 
years after the proposed regulation is expected to be effective. 
              
 
The Regul at i ons wi l l  be r evi ewed i n t he year  2005 t o det er mi ne 
i f  any par t  of  t he r egul at i ons shoul d be cont i nued,  amended,  or  
t er mi nat ed.   I f  changes ar e r equi r ed,  t he APA pr ocess wi l l  be 
f ol l owed.  
 
 

��� 
����� ������ ����� ����

 
Please provide an analysis of the proposed regulatory action that assesses the potential impact on the 
institution of the family and family stability including the extent to which the regulatory action will: 1) 
strengthen or erode the authority and rights of parents in the education, nurturing, and supervision of their 
children; 2) encourage or discourage economic self-sufficiency, self-pride, and the assumption of 
responsibility for oneself, one’s spouse, and one’s children and/or elderly parents; 3) strengthen or erode 
the marital commitment; and 4) increase or decrease disposable family income. 
               
 
Nei t her  cur r ent  l aw nor  t he pupi l  t r anspor t at i on r egul at i ons 
r equi r e st udent s t o r i de publ i c school  buses.   However ,  t o t he 
ext ent  t hat  st udent s r i de publ i c school  buses,  t hese r egul at i ons 
wi l l  pr ovi de st andar ds and r equi r ement s t o hel p ensur e t he 
saf et y of  chi l dr en.  
 
Many changes wi l l  hel p t o i ncr ease t he saf et y of  school  buses,  
t hus f ur t her  ensur i ng t he saf et y of  chi l dr en bei ng t r anspor t ed 
t o and f r om our  publ i c school s,  whi ch wi l l  pr omot e f ami l y wel l -
bei ng.   Ther e i s no negat i ve i mpact  on t he wel f ar e of  t he 
f ami l y.  
 
The pr ovi s i on of  saf e,  f r ee t r anspor t at i on t o and f r om school  
can pr ovi de economi c assi st ance t o par ent s by el i mi nat i ng t he 
need f or  par ent s t o t r anspor t  t hei r  chi l dr en t o and f r om school .  
 
 
 


